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computemandtextbooks.

Investigators believe that

'thebiazemayhavebeg\mm

the building’s wiring or elec-

~ trical outlets, Kane sald.

U Building is part of a

- three-building complex that

serves as the school's ninth
grade academy.

Vice principal Ryan Oshjta
said about 120 students will
spend the remainder of the
school year taking classes in
the library.

The school was on spring
break this week. The school
is still scheduled to resume
dlasses Monday.

Reach Curtis Lum at cu
Ium@bonohﬂuadvernser
«com or 525-8025.

By Will Hoover .
: Anvzms:RSTmem
Thaworldsla:gestcom—

technological facility equal
o its geographic span.

‘bat command now hasa

“In the military, this is as -
hlgh-tech as it gets any- ...
Lowetoldapmsmmngent

T e e e
s F s .

vmtmgthe nonna!lyr&m'lct-
Ced! areas- inside the new
',$152 ‘million - Nimitz-

: MacArﬂmr Pacific Com-

- mznd Center yesterday at
- Camp Smith, “Bill Gates
* might have s:methmg that
compares with'it, but .,

/The facility’s- hlgh tech
:-mmhunucatmns capability
dramatlcally mcreases the

-1 Joumalrsts got a rare opportunrty 1o visit the topsecret Pach"c Command Joint Operatlont
: 'MacArthur Pacific Command headquarters at' Camp Sm |th At the center, military oﬁ' csals cg

3 =£€ E@E

‘command’s [_:apacxty tofo-- - a

cus on all 105 million
square miles in ifs area of
responsibility - an expanse

equaltomorethanha!fthe a

Earth's surface, -
Its Joint Operations Cen-

ter can monitor military ac-

tivities, video-teleconfer-
ence with Washington and
far-flung military leaders,
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' Renters say city plan ]eopar'

Counc1l opposes selling apartrnénts

because of a lack of aﬁ'ordable housmg -

By James Ganser _
ADVERTISER UkBaN HONOLULY WRITER

About 75 people crowded
inte a City Council Budget
Commiittee meeting yester-
day worried about how May-
or Jeremy Harris' plan to sell
several city-owned apartment
buildings would affect them,

Many of the residents live
in affordable rental units that
would either be sald to the
occupants or to an investor,
and some fear they will be
forced to move with no place
to go.

“I'm coming up on retu'e-
ment and don’t want to
move,” said Joe Spatola, a

- nine-year resident of Marin

Tower. *I qualify for the
(rent- to-own) program, but
there is fio guarantee I can
qualify for the loan. And FI
don't buy, I have to move,”

The city-owned Marin

*

Tower,ﬂxeChmaiownGate— :

sell city-owned buildings to
private investors and be con-. -
verted to°condos, Affordable
umits. would be sold to ‘eccu
pants who qualify for federal
loans. The.city administration
also plans to sell 10 other.
buildirigs, but they would be
sold gutright and not be part
of a rent-to-own program.

Deputy City Managging Di- -
rector Malcolm Tom said
anyone i the affordable
apartmerits in the three build-
ings will have tha first option
to buy their apartments. He -
added that for those who buy,
payments will be set at the
same level as theu‘ current
rent. -

Tom saxd this wﬂl prtmde
home ownership opportuni-
ties for renters while, in tamn,

way Plaza and the Harbor | > WHEN: 4.p.m. AP”' 22

Village are part of a planto .-

Publlc hearmg

» WI-IAT Public hearing -
“onthe plan 1o self city
N pmperties -

> WHERE: City Council
chsmbers, third floor,
- Honolily Hale

) the Sétllé_.ﬂle pmperties will re-
- duce the city’s overallﬂehtby .
. $116 6:miltion. -

‘Bt ‘City Counmlwoman
Ann Kobaya.sln said many of

deCades ago by the city to
pro'nde affordable homes.

She said-one of the obliga-

tions:of govemmem is to help
pmwde for low-incorne peo-
ple; and already there is a
lack of affordable rentals. -

“We are not in favar of sell-

ing these buildings,” Kotia- . -
- yashi said: “We fec! there are

nat enough rental units now

and we woulld definitely not -
s8]l any buildings for low in-

zes them

. come, Sectlon 8 or the elder-

~ Iy. We don't believe in that.”
Committee members also
. " criticized Tom for holding in-

formational meetings last

- - month at the buildings being
considered for rent- to-ovm S

saying the gatherings were

‘poorly handled and have

“None of the council mem-
bers knew about those meet-

ings,” said Kobayashi, the
_ committee chairwoman. - '
~City Council approval is -

needed to sell the buildings,

and Kobayashi said the com-
mittee won't agree to sl any

"buildings withéut require-

ments for affordable rental

housing in perpetuity,
Tom detailed how the rent-

and said it includes interest-
free loans and requires no
down payment from existing
low-income tenants.

" The three properties com-
prise 526 unils, according to
Tom, and 452 families are ex-
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- to-own program would work. - |
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